
Responsible reporting on 
climate repair*

(*and why language like this really matters)

Rebekah White / November 17, 2025



What’s ‘climate repair’?



1. What are these technologies?
2. What are their issues?
3. How should we report on them?
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Carbon-dioxide 
removal

Solar 
geoengineering

1. Necessary for meeting our 
climate goals

2. Addresses what’s causing 
climate change in the first 
place

1. Doesn’t address what’s 
causing climate change in the 
first place

2. Might provide some 
temporary cooling
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Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) is necessary to achieve net 
zero CO2 and GHG emissions both globally and nationally, 
counterbalancing ‘hard-to-abate’ residual emissions. 

CDR is also an essential element of scenarios that limit 
warming to 1.5°C or below 2°C by 2100, regardless of 
whether global emissions reach near zero, net zero or net 
negative levels. 

IPCC 2022
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How do you know when 
you’ve removed some carbon 

dioxide?





Measurement, reporting and 
verification (MRV)





Can it scale?





Carbon removal is NOT 
carbon capture
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Carbon 
removal

Carbon 
capture

Does it remove 
CO2 from the 
atmosphere?



Which of these is a carbon removal  method, and which is a 
carbon capture  method?

● Bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BCCS)
● Direct ocean capture (DOC)
● Carbon capture and storage (CCS)
● Direct air capture (DAC)
● Carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS)



Which of these is a carbon removal  method, and which is a 
carbon capture  method?

● Bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BCCS)
● Direct ocean capture (DOC)
● Carbon capture and storage (CCS)
● Direct air capture (DAC)
● Carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS)





Terminology is horrible!



 
stateofcdr.org . 



What’s solar geoengineering?
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1. Moral hazard
2. Dangerous distraction
3. Slippery slope
4. Governance issues

Criticisms of solar 
geoengineering



Is it feasible to ban solar 
geoengineering?







Who’s funding a project, who 
benefits from it, and whose 

voices are being heard?





Some principles for 
responsible reporting



1. Context is everything
It’s important to remind people that reducing 
carbon-dioxide emissions is absolutely crucial to meeting 
any of our climate goals.

Reducing emissions is also more important in the short 
term than any climate-repair technologies.



2. Watch your language
People like technologies better when they are described as 
‘natural’.

It’s possible to bias readers towards something (or against 
something) if you use this framing.

Instead, you could frame technologies more neutrally.



The social and political conditions of any project are 
super-important.

Who’s funding it? Who gets to make decisions? Who bears 
any downsides? How is the local community involved?

3. It’s not just about the 
tech



4. Depict risks in 
proportion
There will be upsides and drawbacks to any project.

Climate technologies have costs and potential ecological 
downsides. But so does unmitigated climate change.



Journalists play a crucial 
role!
There isn’t always good scrutiny of these industries: we can 
provide independent analysis.

We can set the scene for public conversations about 
whether, how, and when these technologies might be used.

Good reporting is needed: the stakes are really high.



Questions?

Rebekah White

rebekah.wh@gmail.com
rebekahwhite.bsky.social
@rebekahwh


